
May 11, 2021

Dear Class of 2021 Students and Families,

Now that we are well into the month of May and have received some confirmation from our
partners on West Point, we are able to offer more information about our graduation plans for this
year. The following details are based on the present COVID restrictions for schools set forth by
New York State and West Point and are in line with the accommodations that we can make at this
time. If restrictions ease or change, the school will reach out to families to update them. Although
we realize that this plan has many requirements, we are excited to be able to have the Class of
2021 and their families together.

When and where is graduation going to take place?
Graduation is scheduled to take place on Wednesday, June 23 at 7 p.m. at Eisenhower Hall on the
West Point Campus.

How many people is each graduate allowed to invite?
Each graduate will be able to invite four people to attend the graduation ceremony. All families
will be given assigned seats during the ceremony in order to ensure social distancing and for
contact tracing purposes. Each graduate must provide the list of up to four people they will be
inviting to the ceremony and whether or not they plan on using the district transportation no
later than June 2 on this form: https://forms.gle/jRAqf5icPAdbLCme6.

What requirements are there to attend the ceremony?
To attend the ceremony, every individual attending the event (including students) must provide
the school with proof that he/she has been fully vaccinated OR that he/she has received a PCR test
within 72 hours of the event. No rapid tests will be accepted for this event, as the window
required by West Point is too short for the school to accommodate check in for all families. The
last day to provide the school with this information will be on Tuesday, June 22 by 3 p.m.

Please note, in order to be fully vaccinated, the individual must have had their second shot (of the
Pfizer or Moderna vaccine) or the lone shot of the Johnson and Johnson vaccine no later than June
9, which is two weeks before the graduation ceremony.

Once an individual provides the school with the necessary documentation, the school will issue a
wristband that must then be worn to enter the graduation ceremony. IDs will be checked to make
sure they match the wristband. No one will be admitted into the ceremony without this
wristband.

Will the school be providing COVID testing for students and/or their families?
The school will NOT be providing testing for students or their families. All individuals who are not
yet fully vaccinated, including members of the Class of 2021, must get the PCR test on their own.

https://forms.gle/jRAqf5icPAdbLCme6


Can students provide vaccination proof as well?
Graduating seniors may also provide proof of vaccination. In order to assist members of the Class
of 2021 interested in getting a vaccination, the district is working on setting up a vaccination
clinic for them on Wednesday, May 19. The district will send out confirmation about this to all
high school families. If it is able to happen, the second shot will take place on June 9.  (NOTE: for
those interested in getting the Pfizer vaccine on their own, these dates would be the deadline for
you as well. June 9 is the last possible day to get a second vaccination shot and meet the “fully
vaccinated” criteria.)

Are there requirements to get onto post on the day of graduation?
West Point requires individuals who do not live and/or work on post to acquire a visitors day pass
from the West Point Visitors Center (which is located near Thayer Gate, right before the
McDonalds in Highland Falls.) The Visitors Center is only open from 6 a.m.-12 p.m. each day. In
addition, West Point requires that visitors complete a health check form prior to driving on post.
All visitors must provide a valid government-issued ID. See this website for additional
information: https://www.westpoint.edu/about/public-affairs/visitors-center

Will the school be providing any alternative transportation for families?
The school will be providing a shuttle service from O’Neill to the ceremony on 6/23 for any family
who is concerned about parking on post, gaining access to post and/or acquiring a visitors pass.
You will need to sign up for the bus on the same form listed above. The last day to sign up for the
shuttle service will be June 2. NOTE: Seniors MUST take the bus to graduation. No exceptions will
be made for this rule. Details about the bus times for families and students will be given once we
get a full count of the number of families we will be transporting.

A return shuttle service will be provided for families after the graduation ceremony. The first
shuttle will run 30 minutes after the ceremony to allow families time to celebrate and take
photographs with the graduates.

Important Dates Mentioned in this Letter
- May 19 -Last possible initial vaccination date for individuals getting the Pfizer vaccine
- June 2 - Google form indicating the individuals who will be in attendance and the family’s

plans for transportation due.
- June 9 - Second vaccination date for the Pfizer vaccine (and last day any person getting a

vaccine can have their final dosage if they are to be considered “fully vaccinated” by
graduation day.)

- June 16-22 - Vaccination forms due/wristband distribution. More information on the
collection of this information will follow at a later date.

- June 22 - Last day families can show proof of negative PCR test. Proof must be brought to
the main office by 3 p.m. Graduation practice for seniors (8 a.m.-2 p.m.).

- June 23 - Graduation day - 7 p.m. ceremony at Eisenhower Hall.

We are very much looking forward to celebrating with you on this wonderful evening. We
appreciate your cooperation with these details and are excited to see you on graduation day.

Sincerely,

Debbie M. Brand Robin Haberman
Principal Assistant Principal

https://www.westpoint.edu/about/public-affairs/visitors-center

